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Gen er a l  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce  

 

 

 All candidates m ust  receive the sam e t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  m ark the 

first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they m ark the last .  

 Mark schem es should be applied posit ively. Candidates m ust  be rewarded 

for what  they have shown they can do rather than penalised for om issions.  

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m ark schem e not  according to 

their  percept ion of where the grade boundaries m ay lie.  

 There is no ceiling on achievem ent . All m arks on the m ark schem e should 

be used appropriately.  

 All the m arks on the m ark schem e are designed to be awarded. Exam iners 

should always award full m arks if deserved, i.e. if the answer m atches the 

m ark schem e.  Exam iners should also be prepared to award zero m arks if 

the candidate’s response is not  worthy of credit  according to the m ark 

schem e. 

 Where som e judgem ent  is required, m ark schem es will provide the 

pr inciples by which m arks will be awarded and exem plificat ion m ay be 

lim ited. 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m ark schem e 

to a candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked UNLESS the candidate has replaced it  

with an alternat ive response. 

 

 



Sp el l in g , Pu n ct u at ion  an d  Gr am m ar  Mar k in g  Gu id an ce 

 

 The spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar assessm ent  cr iter ia are com m on to GCSE 

English Literature, GCSE History, GCSE Geography and GCSE Religious Studies. 

 

 All candidates, whichever subject  they are being assessed on, m ust  receive the sam e 

t reatm ent . Exam iners m ust  m ark the first  candidate in exact ly the sam e way as they 

m ark the last .  

 

 Spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar m arking cr iter ia should be applied posit ively. 

Candidates m ust  be rewarded for what  they have dem onst rated rather than penalised 

for errors. 

 

 Exam iners should m ark according to the m arking cr iter ia. All m arks on the m arking 

cr iter ia should be used appropriately. 

 

 All the m arks on the m arking cr iter ia are designed to be awarded. Exam iners should 

always award full m arks if deserved, i.e. if the answer m atches the m arking cr iter ia. 

 

 Exam iners should be prepared to award zero m arks if the candidate’s response is not  

worthy of credit  according to the m arking cr iter ia. 

 

 When exam iners are in doubt  regarding the applicat ion of the m arking cr iter ia to a 

candidate’s response, the team  leader m ust  be consulted. 

 

 Crossed out  work should be m arked unless the candidate has replaced it  with an 

alternat ive response. 

 

 Handwrit ing m ay m ake it  difficult  to see if spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar are 

correct . Exam iners m ust  m ake every effort  to assess spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar 

fair ly and if they genuinely cannot  m ake an assessm ent , the team  leader m ust  be 

consulted. 

 

 Specialist  term s do not  always require the use of com plex term inology but  the 

vocabulary used should appropriate to the subject  and the quest ion. 

 

 Work by candidates with an am anuensis, scr ibe or typed script  should be assessed for 

spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar. 

 

 Exam iners are advised to consider the m arking cr iter ia in the following way:  

o How well does the response com m unicate the m eaning? 

o What  range of specialist  term s is used? 

o How accurate is the spelling, punctuat ion and gram m ar? 

 

Qu al i t y  o f  W r i t t en  Com m u n icat ion  

 

Quest ions which involve the writ ing of cont inuous prose will expect  candidates to:  

 

 show clar it y of expression 

 const ruct  and present  coherent  argum ents 

 dem onst rate an effect ive use of gram m ar, punctuat ion and spelling. 

 

Full m arks will be awarded if the candidate has dem onst rated the above abilit ies. 

 

Quest ions where QWC is likely to be part icular ly im portant  are indicated “QWC”  in the 

m ark schem e.  



 

 

 

Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer 

1 ( a)  AO1  ( 4  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 6  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descr iptors in line with the general m arking 

guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e 

below. 

 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested 

below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

AO1:  

 Low pressure weather system s /  depressions bring wet  and 

windy weather, associated with fronts and t ight ly packed 

isobars.  

 Winds blow ant iclockwise around depressions in the 

northern hem isphere.  

 High pressure br ings calm er condit ions, which are often 

sunny /  few clouds with light  winds and lit t le rain. 

 Winds circulate clockwise around high pressure areas. 

 The jet  st ream  can influence the posit ion of weather 

system s especially depressions, and their  character ist ics are 

influenced by the seasons and types of air  m ass.  

AO2:  

 As this is March, the end of the northern hem isphere winter, 

tem peratures would be expected to be depressed due to 

short  days and lack of st rong solar insolat ion, i.e. only 18C 

in north Afr ica and 6C in Rennes. 

 The warm  front /  occluded front  approaching Rennes will 

br ing rainfall (heavy rain as it  is close to the front )  due to 

r ising warm  (Tm )  air  in the warm  sector, but  tem peratures 

will be cool because Rennes is in Pm  air  (but  not  for long) . 

 The jet  st ream  is m oving Low 971 east ;  ant iclockwise air  

circulat ion explains the SW air  flow over Rennes.  

 I n Sousse there is subsiding air  due to the High 1022, which 

explains the scat tered high cloud:  subsiding air  is warm ing 

as it  descends so there is lit t le cloud and no rain. 

 Cloud free skies cont r ibute to direct  sunlight  so higher 

tem peratures -  the locat ion is m uch further south than 

Rennes:  Tc air  m ay be m ent ioned. 

 Light  winds due to widely spaced isobars and ESE because 

of clockwise circulat ion and Sousse sit t ing in the NW quarter 

of the high.  

 Low cloud due to the angle of the warm  front  and Rennes is 

close to its base at  ground level.   

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 – 4  •  Dem onst rates isolated or generic elem ents of 

geographical knowledge and understanding, som e of 

which m ay be inaccurate or ir relevant . (AO1)  



•  Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion inconsistent ly. Connect ions/ relat ionships 

between st im ulus m aterial and the quest ion m ay be 

irrelevant . (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an interpretat ion with 

lim ited relevance and/ or support . (AO2)  

Lev el  2  5 - 7  •  Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion to find som e relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships between st im ulus m aterial 

and the quest ion. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a part ial but  coherent  

interpretat ion that  is m ost ly relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  8 - 1 0  •  Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout .  (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion logically to find fully relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships between st im ulus m aterial 

and the quest ion. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

 

Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer 

2  ( a)  AO1  ( 4  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 6  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descr iptors in line with the general m arking 

guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e 

below. 

 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested 

below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

AO1:  

 There are three basic t rends:  steady, decline or increasing 

forest  cover, which can be linked to different  causes of 

deforestat ion /  afforestat ion.  

 Many different  count r ies have large areas of forest  cover, 

which can be t ropical, tem perate or boreal /  taiga.    

 Forests in general can be viewed as ecosystem  ‘goods’ to be 

exploited but  m ay also be conserved. 

 There are both declining and increasing count r ies on Figure 

2;  which could be grouped by level of developm ent  I taly /  

NZ as developed, Thailand as em erging and Nigeria /  

Cam eroon as developing. 



 The environm ental Kuznets curve is a m odel of the 

relat ionship between developm ent  and at t itudes to the 

environm ent  /  conservat ion. 

AO2:  

 Nigeria and Cam eroon have both experienced steep 

declines:  from  17000 to 7000 Kha in Niger ia and from  

24000 in 19000 Kha in the case of Cam eroon:  could be 

explained by widespread, uncont rolled deforestat ion ( from  a 

high init ial level due to lack of populat ion /  exploitat ion)– 

possibly illegal logging and even urbanisat ion /  populat ion 

growth leading to farm land expansion. 

 Laws, legal fram eworks, policing and m onitor ing m ight  all 

be seen as weak in developing count r ies, as well as the 

need for low incom e people to exploit  forests out  of 

econom ic necessity.  

 Thailand has a m ore com plex pat tern with som e expansion 

and decline experienced in different  phases;  a point  could 

be m ade about  data collect ion issues or forest  expansion 

actually being plantat ions /  secondary forests. 

  The Kuznets curve could be used as a st ructure to explain 

changing at t itudes to forests and a shift  towards 

conservat ion as incom es /  leisure t im e /  environm ental 

educat ion increase.  

 Developed count r ies appear to have m inor increases in 

forests, which could be explained by pressure from  the 

public and environm entalists to protect  areas for use during 

leisure t im e, or even m eet ing carbon em issions targets.  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 – 4  •  Dem onst rates isolated or generic elem ents of 

geographical knowledge and understanding, som e of 

which m ay be inaccurate or ir relevant . (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion inconsistent ly. Connect ions/ relat ionships 

between st im ulus m aterial and the quest ion m ay be 

irrelevant . (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an interpretat ion with 

lim ited relevance and/ or support . (AO2)  

Lev el  2  5 - 7  •  Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion to find som e relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships between st im ulus m aterial 

and the quest ion. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a part ial but  coherent  

interpretat ion that  is m ost ly relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  8 - 1 0  •  Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout .  (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding to geographical 

inform at ion logically to find fully relevant  



connect ions/ relat ionships between st im ulus m aterial 

and the quest ion. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

  



Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer 

2 ( b )  AO1  ( 5  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 1 0  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descr iptors in line with the general m arking 

guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e 

below. 

 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested 

below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

AO1:  

 Biodiversity can be defined as the num ber of species in 

part icular areas as well as in term s of genet ic diversity and the 

diversity of ecological niches in an area. 

 Biodiversity varies with lat itude, with low lat itude areas 

generally having lower levels. 

 Other physical factors are also im portant  including area, age, 

alt itude and isolat ion /  islandisat ion, which are related to 

evolut ionary processes.  

 Hum an factors m ay reduce biodiversity and largely consist  of a 

range of threats that  degrade /  dest roy ecosystem s and at  the 

sam e t im es species – ult im ately leading to ext inct ion. 

 Hum an act ions can have a m ore posit ive im pact  through 

conservat ion and in som e cases restorat ion.  

AO2:  

 Lat itude is a key factor as clim ate lim it ing factors influence 

NPP and seasonality, and places with high tem perature and 

precipitat ion and low seasonalit y have the m ost  growth and 

can support  m ult i- layered vegetat ion with num erous niches. 

 Highland areas are often biodiverse as the alt itudinal range 

ensures condit ions change with height  over short  distances, 

support ing a wide range of species and niches in a sm all 

area. 

 I solated areas, especially islands, allow for unique evolut ion 

of species and therefore higher than expected levels of 

biodiversity in m any cases.  

 Physical factors are essent ially ancient  and set  the global 

pat tern especially lat itude, which has then been m odified by 

hum an act ions – so on a long t im escale physical factors 

m ight  be considered m ore im portant , but  it  could be argued 

that  today hum an factors, i.e. threats, are m ore significant .  

 A wide range of hum an threats degrade biodiversity 

including local exploitat ion such as deforestat ion and global 

threats such as clim ate change;  alien invasive species out -

com pet ing indigenous species -   the lat ter m ight  be judged 

as very significant  as it  is a global context  threat ;  the 

threats are recent  in term s of the evolut ion of biodiversity.  

 Conservat ion and the set t ing up and m anaging of NPs and 

other areas m ay help preserve biodiversity or slow it s 

decline – but  they very rarely enhance it ,  e.g. by ecosystem  

restorat ion or species reint roduct ion;  zoos and their  

breeding program m es m ight  be seen as especially 

im portant  for endangered species. 



 Stronger answers m ay argue that  either physical or hum an 

factors are m ost  im portant , and com e to a conclusion. 

  



Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 – 4   Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, som e of which m ay be 

inaccurate or ir relevant . (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas, m aking lim ited and rarely logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships, to produce an interpretat ion 

with lim ited relevance and/ or support . (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an unsupported or 

generic conclusion, drawn from  an argum ent  that  is 

unbalanced or lacks coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  2  5 - 8   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is occasionally relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas with lim ited but  logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships to produce a part ial 

interpretat ion that  is supported by som e evidence but  

has lim ited coherence. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, part ially 

supported by an unbalanced argum ent  with lim ited 

coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  9 - 1 2  •  Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking som e relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a part ial but  coherent  

interpretat ion that  is m ost ly relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

Lev el  4  1 3 - 1 5  •  Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout .  (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

 

  



Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer 

3  AO1  ( 5  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 1 0  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descr iptors in line with the general m arking 

guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e 

below. 

 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested 

below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

AO1:  

 Global populat ion is set  to increase, to perhaps 9.5 billion 

by 2050, although the exact  figure is open to debate;  som e 

suggest  11 billion by 2100. 

 Populat ion t rends are not  even, with very rapid growth 

expected in Afr ica and parts of South Asia, but  slower 

elsewhere and perhaps even decline in Europe /  Japan.  

 Ext rem e weather hazards include drought ,  t ropical 

cyclones, other storm s and flooding. 

 The t rends in disasters result ing from  these hazards are 

r ising in term s of econom ic losses and num bers affected but  

falling in term s of deaths. 

 Risks include r isks to hum an life and also to property and 

businesses. 

AO2:  

 Trends in urbanisat ion and the growth in cit ies /  m egacit ies 

could be argued to increase flood r isk especially in places with 

rapid and often uncont rolled growth, due to an increase in 

im perm eable surfaces and vulnerable hom es, i.e. slum s and 

other unplanned set t lem ents.  

 Answers can also argue that  r ising ext rem e weather r isks 

could be a result  of global warm ing increasing the incidence of 

drought , flooding, variable rainfall and less convincingly 

t ropical cyclones – this m ight  be seen as m ore im portant  than 

populat ion as an explanat ion. 

 Answers should recognise that  som e regions are m uch m ore 

vulnerable than others, such as coastal cit ies in Asia’s cyclone 

belt  or parts of the Sahel that  are at  r isk from  drought  – 

because people are econom ically vulnerable;  populat ion 

growth m ay m ake this situat ion worse but  on the other hand 

developm ent  in the future could increase educat ion, access to 

technology and im prove m anagem ent  so r isk could fall despite 

r ising populat ions.  

 I n addit ion, r isk could be argued to have fallen in m any places 

due to bet ter m anagem ent , e.g. t ropical cyclone warning, 

evacuat ion and shelters in Bangladesh have reduced death 

tolls (but  not  num bers affected /  econom ic losses) . 

 Populat ion growth is not  a significant  factor in m any parts of 

the developed world, but  ageing /  dependent  populat ion could 

be – although in m any cases m anagem ent , e.g. flood 

m anagem ent , has also im proved.  

 Stronger answers will m ake judgem ents, recognising the 

com plexity of hazard r isk and m ake a judgem ent  about  the 



significance of populat ion change in relat ion to other r isk 

factors.  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 – 4   Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, som e of which m ay be 

inaccurate or ir relevant . (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas, m aking lim ited and rarely logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships, to produce an interpretat ion 

with lim ited relevance and/ or support . (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an unsupported or 

generic conclusion, drawn from  an argum ent  that  is 

unbalanced or lacks coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  2  5 - 8   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is occasionally relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas with lim ited but  logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships to produce a part ial 

interpretat ion that  is supported by som e evidence but  

has lim ited coherence. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, part ially 

supported by an unbalanced argum ent  with lim ited 

coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  9 - 1 2  •  Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking som e relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a part ial but  coherent  

interpretat ion that  is m ost ly relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

Lev el  4  1 3 - 1 5  •  Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout .  (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

 

  



Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer Mark 

4 ( a)  AO1  ( 2  m ar k s) / AO3  ( 3  m ar k s)  

Award 1  m ark (AO1)  for each relevant  point  and further 

expansion m arks for reasons/ explanat ions linked to the 

data shown (AO3) , up to a m axim um  of 5 m arks. 

 Gas and oil decline, which could be linked to 

peak oil /  gas and therefore lower supply (1)  

alongside higher pr ices m aking other energy 

sources like renewables /  biofuels m ore 

com pet it ive (1) . 

 Coal is set  to expand dram at ically, which can be 

explained by indust r ialisat ion in Asia (1)  and the 

fact  that  it  is abundant  and cheap /  the 

technology for elect r icity generat ion is not  

com plex (1) . 

  Much of the growth is in renewables, which 

cause no /  less carbon em issions (1)  which fit s 

in with m any count r ies’ policies of em issions 

reduct ions, e.g. COP21 (1) . 

 Biofuel use is projected to t r iple in size by 2050 

possibly due to increased use in the developing 

world (1)  and replacem ent  of fossil fuel oil with 

biodiesel /  bioethanol (1) .   

 Total dem and increase can be linked to future 

growth in populat ion especially in Afr ica and 

parts of Asia (1)  as well as future increases in 

affluence pushing up energy dem and, e.g. in 

China and I ndia (1) .  

( 5 )  

 

 

 

Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer 

4 ( b )  AO1  ( 5  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 1 0  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descr iptors in line with the general m arking 

guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e 

below. 

 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested 

below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

AO1:  

 Being energy secure /  energy security m eans having access 

to reliable, affordable energy sources with m inim al r isk of 

disrupt ion.  

 Players include a wide variety of groups that  supply energy 

including oil and gas TNCs and elect r icity /  power 

generat ion com panies and nat ional gr ids. 

 Governm ent  is often involved in term s of owning 

nat ionalised com panies, set t ing energy m ix targets and 

being involved in geopolit ics, which can affect  supplies.  



 A wide range of other players such as consum ers, 

environm ental groups and businesses could affect  energy 

policy in term s of their  at t itudes to energy sources as well 

as dem and.  

AO2:  

 The supply of fossil fuels is largely in the hands of TNCs, or 

superm ajors, that  explore for and ext ract  /  process fossil 

fuels;  these are publically t raded and state owned – their  

product ion has a m ajor influence on pr ices;  their  investm ent  

in technology ensures new supplies are found;  they also have 

a role in developing renewable technology. 

 Governm ents have a key role in set t ing energy policy and 

determ ining the energy m ix of a count ry;  they can increase 

secur it y by relaxing policies, e.g. allowing widespread fracking 

in the USA or subsidising renewables;  act ions can also 

increase insecur it y, e.g. Russia’s gas dispute with Ukraine in 

2006 and 2009;  failing to plan can lead to energy shortages, 

e.g. in I ndia and South Afr ica. 

 I n som e cases TNCs and/  or governm ents invest  in the energy 

m arket  of other count r ies, e.g. China’s state- led FDI  

investm ent  in UK nuclear power (Hinkley C)  and EDF’s 

cont inuing role in old and proposed nuclear in the UK – 

although this raises quest ions about  who cont rols nat ional 

energy supply.  

 OPEC’s role could be considered;  it  has waned in term s of 

significance and abilit y to influence the oil pr ice due to internal 

disagreem ent  and r ising supply in non-OPEC m em bers like the 

USA. 

 Environm ental groups and the public influence energy policy 

especially in developed count r ies where the ant i-nuclear lobby 

and pro- renewable lobbies have generally increased 

consum ers’ posit ive percept ions of renewables at  the expense 

of nuclear and coal – this could be seen as lim it ing energy 

secur it y by excluding som e energy sources that  are 

unpopular,  e.g. onshore wind and nuclear power. 

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 – 4   Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, som e of which m ay be 

inaccurate or ir relevant . (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas, m aking lim ited and rarely logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships, to produce an interpretat ion 

with lim ited relevance and/ or support . (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an unsupported or 

generic conclusion, drawn from  an argum ent  that  is 

unbalanced or lacks coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  2  5 - 8   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is occasionally relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas with lim ited but  logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships to produce a part ial 



interpretat ion that  is supported by som e evidence but  

has lim ited coherence. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, part ially 

supported by an unbalanced argum ent  with lim ited 

coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  9 - 1 2  •  Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking som e relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a part ial but  coherent  

interpretat ion that  is m ost ly relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

Lev el  4  1 3 - 1 5  •  Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout .  (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

 

Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer Mark 

5 ( a)  AO1  ( 2  m ar k s) / AO3  ( 3  m ar k s)  

Award 1  m ark (AO1)  for each relevant  point  and further 

expansion m arks for reasons/ explanat ions linked to the 

data shown (AO3) , up to a m axim um  of 5 m arks. 

•  Total water dem and is set  to increase from  3500 

to 5200 cubic km  per year (1)  which can be 

explained by projected increases in global 

populat ion /  per capita consum er dem and (1) .  

•  I rr igat ion water use /  anim al farm ing is set  to 

decline slight ly (1)  which could be explained by a 

shift  towards m ore form al irr igat ion and less 

wasteful water use (1) . 

•  Dom est ic use increases as m ore people will live in 

cit ies (1)  and have form al water connect ions, i.e. 

piped supply in their hom es increasing overall use 

(1) .  

•  Proport ionately the largest  increase is in indust r ial 

use from  400 to 1300 (1)  which can be explained 

by cont inued indust r ialisat ion especially in Asian 

em erging econom ies (1) .  

( 5 )  

 

 

 

 

 

 



Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer 

5 ( b )  AO1  ( 5  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 1 0  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descr iptors in line with the general m arking 

guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e 

below. 

 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested 

below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

AO1:  

 Transboundary water sources consist  of r ivers, lakes and 

aquifers that  st raddle an internat ional boundary (or an internal 

polit ical boundary with potent ial for m anagem ent  differences) . 

 Players include governm ents internat ionally, as well as water 

consum ers and the pr ivate /  state com panies that  ext ract  and 

supply water;  internat ional bodies such as r iver com m issions 

can also be involved. 

 Conflict  includes a spect rum  of levels of disagreem ent  ranging 

from  low level disputes over use to diplom at ic conflict  and in 

very rare cases arm ed conflict , e.g. the Six Day War. 

AO2:  

 Rivers are the m ost  com m on source of conflict , especially 

when they t raverse several different  count r ies that  have 

com pet ing dem ands on shared water;  downst ream  count r ies 

are often in dispute with upst ream  count r ies that  ext ract  

water and /  or alter r iver flow using dam s – conflict  is perhaps 

m ore com m on in areas of exist ing water st ress such as the 

Nile basin. 

 There are internat ional rules, the Helsinki and Berlin Rules, 

that  govern t ransboundary use, and these can and have 

helped resolve conflict ;  r iver com m issions such as the Nile 

and Mekong have a m ixed t rack record of balancing 

com pet ing dem ands and m inim ising conflict . 

 Conflict  is m ore likely when count r ies have pre-exist ing 

polit ical tensions such as Bangladesh and I ndia, or I srael – 

Palest ine;  it  could be argued that  water becom es another 

elem ent  of a wider polit ical dispute. 

 Major changes to r iver m anagem ent  such as China’s dam  

building on the Mekong or Ethiopia’s HEP am bit ions have the 

potent ial to cause m ajor changes to r iver discharge, which 

concerns downst ream  users. 

 Many internat ional r ivers (Rhine, Danube)  do have 

agreem ents that  work well in pract ice providing evidence that  

conflict  is by no m eans inevitable.  

 Stronger answers will address the quest ion of ‘always’, i.e. the 

extent  to which conflict  is always inevitable or whether in fact  

conflict  is actually the except ion and in m any cases 

t ransboundary water sources are effect ively m anaged for 

m ult iple users.  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 



Lev el  1  1 – 4   Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, som e of which m ay be 

inaccurate or ir relevant . (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas, m aking lim ited and rarely logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships, to produce an interpretat ion 

with lim ited relevance and/ or support . (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an unsupported or 

generic conclusion, drawn from  an argum ent  that  is 

unbalanced or lacks coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  2  5 - 8   Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is occasionally relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas with lim ited but  logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships to produce a part ial 

interpretat ion that  is supported by som e evidence but  

has lim ited coherence. (AO2)  

 Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, part ially 

supported by an unbalanced argum ent  with lim ited 

coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  9 - 1 2  •  Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking som e relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a part ial but  coherent  

interpretat ion that  is m ost ly relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

Lev el  4  1 3 - 1 5  •  Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout .  (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas logically, m aking relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is relevant  and supported by 

evidence. (AO2)  

 

  



Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer 

6  AO1  ( 5  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 1 5  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descr iptors in line with the general m arking 

guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e 

below.  

Responses that  dem onst rate on ly  AO1 without  any AO2 should be 

awarded m arks as follows:  

 Level 1 AO1 perform ance:  1 m ark 

 Level 2 AO1 perform ance:  2 m arks 

 Level 3 AO1 perform ance:  3 m arks 

 Level 4 AO1 perform ance:  4–5 m arks. 

 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested 

below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

AO1:  

 Superpowers are count r ies with global influence and ‘global 

reach’ that  can com e in several form s, including m ilitary, 

econom ic and polit ical.  

 Military power consists of weaponry and bases, which m ay 

be based at  hom e or located overseas;  naval and air  power 

including m issile technology are im portant . 

 Military power can be exercised as the threat  of act ion or 

abilit y to act , as well as direct  act ion to m eet  object ives.  

 The idea of ‘pillars’ of power of which m ilitary is one am ong 

econom ic, polit ical, cultural and dem ographic is im portant  

as is the concept  of hard v soft  (and even ‘sm art ’)  power. 

AO2:  

 Som e m ight  argue that  m ilitary power is very im portant  

especially to the USA, which has a globally dist r ibuted m ilitary 

m achine that  can act  anywhere – this gives it  a type of power 

not  m atched by another count ry;  China’s growing m ilitary 

m ight  be seen as recognit ion of the im portance at tached to 

m ilitary power.  

 Som e m ight  argue m ilitary power is old- fashioned hard-power 

and is less relevant  today than in the past , e.g. during the 

Cold War, and that  form s of soft  power ,such as cultural 

influence, are m ore im portant  in term s of spreading a 

superpower’s m essage and ideology. 

 On the other hand, num erous recent  conflicts, e.g. the USA in 

I raq and Afghanistan and Russia in Georgia and Ukraine, show 

that  force is st ill used as a form  of power;  China’s South China 

Sea island and m ilitary base const ruct ion could also be seen in 

these term s. 

 A key part  of the USA’s hegem ony is NATO, which is a m ilitary 

alliance that  has no counterpart  with either China or Russia.  

 Econom ic and dem ographic power could be seen as m ore 

im portant  than m ilitary power, or at  least  a precursor to it  

because of the need to have a large populat ion in order have 

a large m ilitary force and the huge costs of m ilitary power;  

technology and TNCs m ight  be seen as cr it ical to developing 



new technology in the m ilitary field as count r ies with large 

arm ies are not  always powerful, e.g. North Korea. 

 Argum ents could consider /  rank the different  ‘pillars’ to argue 

which is the m ost  im portant , and m ilitary power should form  

the backbone of the evaluat ion but  it  is not  the only facet  that  

should be considered.  

 Stronger answers m ake an obvious at tem pt  to address the 

phrase 'm ost  im portant ’ and m ake judgem ents about  the 

im portance of m ilitary power in relat ion to other factors /  

sources of power and influence.  

  



Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 – 5  •  Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, som e of which m ay be 

inaccurate or ir relevant . (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

ideas, m aking lim ited and rarely logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an interpretat ion with 

lim ited coherence and support  from  evidence. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an unsupported or 

generic conclusion, drawn from  an argum ent  that  is 

unbalanced or lacks coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  2  6 - 1 0  •  Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is occasionally relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas with lim ited but  logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

ideas in order to produce a part ial interpretat ion that  is 

supported by som e evidence but  has lim ited 

coherence. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, part ially 

supported by an unbalanced argum ent  with lim ited 

coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  1 1 - 1 5  •  Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and accurate. 

(AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to find som e logical and relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

ideas in order to produce a part ial but  coherent  

interpretat ion that  is supported by som e evidence. 

(AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, largely 

supported by an argum ent  that  m ay be unbalanced or 

part ially coherent . (AO2)  

Lev el  4  1 6 - 2 0  •  Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout .  (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to find fully logical and relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is supported by evidence. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a rat ional, substant iated 

conclusion, fully supported by a balanced argum ent  

that  is drawn together coherent ly. (AO2)  



 

  



Quest ion 

num ber 

Answer 

7  AO1  ( 5  m ar k s) / AO2  ( 1 5  m ar k s)  

Mar k in g  in st r u ct ion s 

Markers m ust  apply the descr iptors in line with the general m arking 

guidance and the qualit ies out lined in the levels-based m ark schem e 

below.  

Responses that  dem onst rate on ly  AO1 without  any AO2 should be 

awarded m arks as follows:  

 Level 1 AO1 perform ance:  1 m ark 

 Level 2 AO1 perform ance:  2 m arks 

 Level 3 AO1 perform ance:  3 m arks 

 Level 4 AO1 perform ance:  4–5 m arks. 

 

I n d icat iv e con t en t  g u id an ce 

The indicat ive content  below is not  prescript ive and candidates are not  

required to include all of it .  Other relevant  m aterial not  suggested 

below m ust  also be credited. Relevant  points m ay include:  

 

AO1:   

 The developm ent  gap refers to the econom ic and social 

inequalit ies that  exist  on a global scale, but  also within 

count r ies regionally and locally – as well as between 

different  gender and ethnic groups. 

 Sm all-scale, bot tom -up projects are often NGO run, and 

m ay use interm ediate technology or st rategies such as 

m icro- finance to help a com m unity. 

 There are other approaches including large top-down 

schem es, fair  t rade, FDI  and free t rade that  could be used 

to reduce the gap. 

 The MDGs and SDGs m ight  also be considered at  a global 

scale.  

AO2:  

 Much will depend on scale, as it  m ight  be argued that  sm all-

scale, bot tom -up schem es direct ly help com m unit ies and are 

sm all enough to m eet  com m unity needs;  however, som e 

m ight  argue that  m any schem es only m eet  basic needs and 

end abject  poverty rather than prom ot ing a long- term  

developm ent  t rajectory. 

 The scale of local sm all-scale schem es is lim ited, so how m any 

people out  of the m illions in need are actually helped? NGOs 

are often under- funded and while they help som e they m ay 

not  help m any;  there are exam ples of larger schem es such as 

barefoot  doctor and Gram een Bank that  m ight  be considered 

bot tom -up but  are m ore widespread. 

 Fair- t rade is m ore widespread and could be seen as part ly 

bot tom -up as it  is com m unity focused, although the 

organisat ion and brand are global.  

 Som e m ight  m ake the case for top-down approaches although 

m ost  have a range of costs and benefits and tend to help 

urban areas m ore than rural, e.g. large HEP or railway /  road 

developm ent .  

 I n term s of poverty reduct ion, FDI  and free t rade m ight  be 

cited as a way to generate incom e and propel people out  of 

poverty, i.e. the case of China –although this developm ent  



com es with social and environm ental costs such as growing 

inequality.   

 A num ber of different  st rategies /  projects should be 

considered, cent red on bot tom -up but  considering other 

approaches in order to evaluate their  relat ive m erits.  

 Stronger answers m ake an obvious at tem pt  to address the 

idea that  bot tom -up projects are always the ‘best ’ – and m ay 

ident ify cr iter ia to help m ake these judgem ents based on cost ,  

outcom es etc.  

Level Mark Descriptor 

 0  No rewardable m ater ial. 

Lev el  1  1 – 5  •  Dem onst rates isolated elem ents of geographical 

knowledge and understanding, som e of which m ay be 

inaccurate or ir relevant . (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

ideas, m aking lim ited and rarely logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an interpretat ion with 

lim ited coherence and support  from  evidence. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce an unsupported or 

generic conclusion, drawn from  an argum ent  that  is 

unbalanced or lacks coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  2  6 - 1 0  •  Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is occasionally relevant  and m ay 

include som e inaccuracies. (AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas with lim ited but  logical 

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

ideas in order to produce a part ial interpretat ion that  is 

supported by som e evidence but  has lim ited 

coherence. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, part ially 

supported by an unbalanced argum ent  with lim ited 

coherence. (AO2)  

Lev el  3  1 1 - 1 5  •  Dem onst rates geographical knowledge and 

understanding, which is m ost ly relevant  and accurate. 

(AO1)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to find som e logical and relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

ideas in order to produce a part ial but  coherent  

interpretat ion that  is supported by som e evidence. 

(AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a conclusion, largely 

supported by an argum ent  that  m ay be unbalanced or 

part ially coherent . (AO2)  

Lev el  4  1 6 - 2 0  •  Dem onst rates accurate and relevant  geographical 

knowledge and understanding throughout .  (AO1)  



•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to find fully logical and relevant  

connect ions/ relat ionships. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to produce a full and coherent  

interpretat ion that  is supported by evidence. (AO2)  

•  Applies knowledge and understanding of geographical 

inform at ion/ ideas to com e to a rat ional, substant iated 

conclusion, fully supported by a balanced argum ent  

that  is drawn together coherent ly. (AO2)  

 


